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haaa-th, the morality of society will perish. A settlement
ha the foundations may be slow in sinking, but it brings all
down at last. The next step in de-Christianising the poli-
tical life of nations is to establish national education with-
out Christianity. This is systematically aimed at wherever
the revolution has its way. The period and policy of
Julian are returning. Some think this bodes ill for the
Church; no, it is the State that will suffer. The Secret
Societies are hurrying the civil governments of the world,
and mostly the governments who disbelieve in their
existence, to the brink of a precipice, over which monar-
chies and law and civil order will ultimately fall and perish
together/

' Then all is hopeless,' said Lothair.

* To human speculation,* said the Cardinal; ' but none
can fathom the mysteries of Divine interposition. This
coming Council may save society, and on that I would
speak to you most earnestly. His Holiness has resolved
to invite the schismatic priesthoods to attend it and labour
to bring about the unity of Christendom. He will wend an
ambassador to the Patriarch of the heresy of Photius, which
is called the Greek Church. He will approach Lambeth.
I have little hope of the latter, though there is more than
one of the Anglican bishops who revere the memory and
example of Laud. But I by no means despair of your
communion being present in some form at the Council.
There are true spirits at Oxford who sigh for unity. They
will form, I hope, a considerable deputation; but as, not
yet being prelates, they cannot take their seats formally in
the Council, I wish, in order to increase and assert their
influence, that they should be accompanied by a band of
powerful laymen, who shall represent the pious and pure
mind of England, the coming guardians of the land in the
dark hour that may be at hand. Considering your previous
knowledge of Rome, your acquaintance with its eminent